History of Dispensational Theology and the Grace Movement
Lesson 4
Augustine and Amillennialism
Augustine lived 354 – 430AD.  He is the most important theologian of the early Roman Catholic Church and his influence on Western civilization and theology was immense.
354 - Born in North Africa, Christian Mother, pagan father

371 – Studied in Carthage, became involved in immoral living. Had a 13 year relationship with a woman who was the mother of his son.  Became influenced by Manicheanism – Persian Gnostic religion.  Emphasized body/soul dichotomy.

373 – 383 Taught in Carthage

383 – Moved to Rome

384 – Taught rhetoric in Milan

386 – Converted to Christianity

Augustine is probably best known for his Confessiones (Confessions), which is a personal account of his earlier life, and for De civitate dei (Of the City of God, consisting of 22 books), which he wrote to restore the confidence of his fellow Christians, which was badly shaken by the sack of Rome by the Visigoths in 410. (wikipedia.org; Augustine of Hippo; 10/7/2010)
It may shock some to realize that Augustine was not only premillennial5 in his early eschatology, but he was also dispensational.  Of course, if we understand Spread Sheet Theology and Dispensationalism as a system (spread sheet) of theology, this should not be a surprise. A literal Millennium on earth is of the essence of dispensational theology. Augustine held to a traditional seven-age (dispensational) model which coordinated periods in biblical history with humanity’s spiritual progress toward redemption. The initial five stages correlated to OT history and were demarcated by Adam, Noah, Abraham, David, and the Exile.6 The two NT dispensations, according to Augustine and practically all dispensationalists, were the Church Age and the Millennial Kingdom, “the Sabbath Rest” of the saints on earth.7 ( http://www.faithalone.org/journal/2002i/anderson.pdf)

Augustine took the view that the Biblical text should not be interpreted as properly literal, but rather as metaphorical, if it contradicts what we know from science and our God-given reason.
The mediaeval Catholic church built its system of eschatology on Augustinian amillennialism, where the Christ rules the earth spiritually through his triumphant church
 (wikipedia. Augustine; 10/7/2010).

While the Christian intellectuals of Alexandria emphasized the allegorical interpretation of Scriptures and tended toward a christology that emphasized the union of the human and the divine, those in Antioch held to a more literal and occasionally typological exegesis and a christology that emphasized the distinction between the human and the divine in the person of Jesus Christ (wikipedia.org; School of Antioch, October 7,2010)
From about ad 400 onward, Augustine attacked not only the popular, anarchistic variety of millennialism that his fellow Church Fathers reviled but also the hierarchical, authoritarian kind that Eusebius and others so ardently embraced. He did so by presenting history as operating in two different realms—the heavenly and the terrestrial. The heavenly city, the expression of spiritual perfection and union with God, was not visible to those still in the terrestrial city, where good and evil continued to coexist in a single body. Millennial perfection could not be achieved in this world. Only at God’s .. (Encyclopedia Britannica Online)
Book XX:7 outlines Augustine’s interpretation of Revelation 20:1-6, which speaks of the binding of Satan, the resurrection of the dead and the Millennium. Augustine’s interpretation of the Millennium is most astounding and pleasing! He considered that, with Christ’s first coming, the biblical Millennium, where the Church “will reign with [Christ] for the thousand years”, was, in fact, now. The moment after Christ rose and established his church on earth, the biblical Millennium began. This incredible reversal of previous, and current-day, Christian views is such that it shifts entirely the significance and place of the church within history.  (http://www.greyleads.com/theology/the-eschatology-of-saint-augustine/)

But three factors converged in northern Africa which influenced Augustine to take a new approach to the Millennium. The first was his revulsion over the bacchanal celebrations of the Donatists.
A second factor which frustrated the Bishop of Hippo was the growing excitement of millenarians as they saw A.D. 500 approaching. [It was believed that Christ was born in 5,500 since creation, and the sixth 1000 year period was significant.]
And this leads us to the third factor which combined with the other two to enable Augustine to erase millenarianism from the main stream of Roman Catholic doctrine. It was the hermeneutics of Tyconius. [ He subscribed to a highly symbolic interpretation of scripture.]
And it is Tyconius, most precisely, whose own reading of John’s Apocalypse determined the Western church’s exegesis for the next eight hundred years.10

(http://www.faithalone.org/journal/2002i/anderson.pdf)

He[Ticonius] also explained the whole Apocalypse of John, understanding all of it in a spiritual sense, nothing carnally. In this exposition he said that the body [of man] is the dwelling-place of an angel. He denied the idea of a kingdom of the righteous on earth lasting a thousand years after the resurrection. Nor did he admit two future resurrections of the dead in the flesh, one of the good and one of the bad, but only one of all, (wikipedia.org, Ticonius, 10/7/10)
“After this present age God will rest, as it were, on the seventh day; and he will cause us, who are the seventh day, to find our rest in him.”12 (City of God; 22.0.5)
Roman Catholics generally follow the teachings of Augustine and the Protestant reformers, and accept Amillennialism. However, they do not generally use the term. They anticipate Jesus coming to Earth and gathering the Church together. But they generally do not use the term "rapture" either According to Catholic Answers, "The Church has rejected the premillennial position, sometimes called 'millenarianism' (see the Catechism of the Catholic Church 676). In the 1940s the Holy Office judged that premillennialism 'cannot safely be taught,' though the Church has not dogmatically defined this issue."
Supersessionism or Replacement Theology

Supersessionism and replacement theology or fulfillment theology are Christian interpretations of New Testament claims, viewing God's relationship with Christians as being either the "replacement" or "fulfillment" or "completion" of the promise made to the Jews (or Israelites) and Jewish Proselytes.

It is the view that the practical purpose of the nation of Israel in God's plans is replaced by the role of the church. It is represented by writers such as Justin Martyr and Augustine. (Again, Augustine explicitly expected a restoration of the Jewish people alongside the Gentiles in the last days.) [7]
Anti-semitism in Church History and the Impact on Dispensational Theology

In Rome and throughout the Roman Empire, religion was an integral part of the civil government. The Emperor was from time to time declared to be a god and demanded to be worshiped accordingly.[4] This created religious difficulties for Jews, who were prohibited from worshiping any other god than that of the Hebrew Bible.
Many of the early gentile converts to Christianity probably came from and shared this cultural bias. As gentile converts they also were not well acquainted with the internal life of the Jewish community. Hence they read many of the New Testament texts as condemnations of Judaism as such, rather than as internal differences which were commonplace within the Jewish community. (wikipedia.org; Christianity and Antisemitism; 10/8/10)

Early Christians also found in the Old Testament prophecies which seemed to indicate that God's original covenant with the Jews would be expanded to include also the Gentiles. Thus the Church Fathers tend to emphasise that the Church is the new "spiritual" Israel, completing or replacing the earthly Israel which was but its prototype. In modern times, this view would come to be called "Supersessionism".

14For you, brothers, became imitators of God's churches in Judea, which are in Christ Jesus: You suffered from your own countrymen the same things those churches suffered from the Jews, 15who killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets and also drove us out. They displease God and are hostile to all men 16in their effort to keep us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved. In this way they always heap up their sins to the limit. The wrath of God has come upon them at last. (1 Thessalonians 2:14-16)
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