History of Dispensational Theology and the Grace Movement
Session 5
Paulicianism
Paulicians (Armenian: Պաւլիկեաններ, also remembered as Pavlikians or Paulikianoi[1]) were an Adoptionist group, also accused by medieval sources as Gnostic and quasi Manichaean Christian. They flourished between 650 and 872 in Armenia and the Eastern Themes of the Byzantine Empire. According to medieval Byzantine sources, the group's name was derived after the third century Bishop of Antioch, Paul of Samosata.[2]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paulicianism" \l "cite_note-2" [3]
The Paulicians accepted the four Gospels; fourteen Epistles of Paul; the three Epistles of John; the epistles of James and Jude; and an Epistle to the Laodiceans, which they professed to have. They rejected the Tanakh also known as the Hebrew Bible or Old Testament, as well as the Catholic-Marian title Theotokos ("Mother of God"), and refused all veneration of Mary.[2] Christ came down from heaven to emancipate humans from the body and from the world, which are evil. The reverence for the Cross they looked upon as heathenish. The outward administration of the sacraments of the Lord's Supper and baptism they rejected. Their places of worship they called "places of prayer." Although they were ascetics, they made no distinction in foods, and practiced marriage.

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paulicianism, September 17, 2010)
The Middle Ages

The Middle Ages were a time in which premillennialism, literal interpretation, dispensations, and an Israel-church distinction were largely absent from theological discussion or went underground.

Reformation
The Reformation and post-Reformation periods did much to restore a more intensive study of the Bible to the church. For the first time ever, printing made literature accessible to most anyone. A greater effort was also put forth to systemize the Bible within the light of Protestant theology.
Re-emergence of Pre-Millennialism
Historically Christian premillennialism has also been referred as "chiliasm" or "millenarianism". The theological term "premillennialism" did not come into general use until the mid-19th century, the modern period in which premillennialism was revived. Coining the word was "almost entirely the work of British and American Protestants and was prompted by their belief that the French and American Revolutions (the French, especially) realized prophecies made in the books of Daniel and Revelation.”

(Wikipedia.org, Premillenialism, October 27, 2010)

A notable exception to normative medieval eschatology is found in Joachim of Fiore (c. 1135-1202), a Cistercian monk, who to an extent, stressed premillennial themes. Joachim divided earth's history into three periods. He assigned each age to a particular person of the Trinity as the guiding principle of that era. The first era was the Old Testament history and was accordingly the age of the Father; the current age of the church was the age of the Son; and still in Joachim's future was the age of the Spirit. For Joachim, year 1260 was to mark the end of the second and the beginning of the third and final golden age of earth's history.[43]  (Wikipedia.org, Premillenialism, October 28, 2010)

Joachim was unique in expecting an era of spiritual bliss after the coming of Antichrist but before the end of history. The abbot, nevertheless, was not a millenialist. For Joachim, the three status evolved organically like the trees that symbolized them. (http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=tmr;cc=tmr;q1=2000;rgn=main;view=text;idno=baj9928.0008.011, November 19, 2010)
We then counted commentaries on Revelation separately by half-centuries from the Reformation Era to the time of Bickersteth’s publication, beginning for the purpose of counting at 1550.  The results are as follows:

1550-1599 --   6  (which is surely too low judged by Irena Backus’ study of 

  treatments of the Apocalypse during the Reformation Era)



1600-1649  – 12    



1650-1699  – 16    



1700-1749  – 11



1750-1799  – 12



1800-1849  – 33 (DeWitt, Premillennial History, p.39) 

During the Reformation period, amillennialism continued to be the popular view of the Reformers. The Lutherans formally rejected chiliasm in The Augsburg Confession. “Art. XVII., condemns the Anabaptists and others ’who now scatter Jewish opinions that, before the resurrection of the dead, the godly shall occupy the kingdom of the world, the wicked being everywhere suppressed.’"[44] Likewise, the Swiss Reformer, Heinrich Bullinger wrote up the Second Helvetic Confession which reads "We also reject the Jewish dream of a millennium, or golden age on earth, before the last judgment."[45] Furthermore, John Calvin wrote in Institutes that millennialism is a "fiction" that is "too childish either to need or to be worth a refutation."[46] The Anglican Church originally formalized a statement against millennarianism in the Anglican Articles. This is observed in the 41st of the Anglican Articles, drawn up by Thomas Cranmer (1553), described the millennium as a 'fable of Jewish dotage.' but it was omitted at a later time in the revision under Elizabeth (1563).[44]
Contrarily, certain Anabaptists, Huguenots, and Bohemian Brethren were premillennial. Michael Servetus taught a chiliastic view, though he was denounced by the Reformers as a heretic and executed in Geneva under Calvin's authority.[47] A few in the mainstream accepted it, such as Joseph Mede (1586–1638).[48] and possibly Hugh Latimer (d. 1555),[49] but it was never a conventional belief throughout the period.  (Wikipedia.org, Premillenialism, Oct. 29, 2010)
Giacopo Brocardo.  work on the Apocalypse appeared in English in 1582.  Bauckham says he “was a tireless exponent of the three Status and Middle Advent doctrines (Tudor Apocalypse, p. 218).”  He believed the Status of the Spirit had begun with Luther’s preaching.  He subdivided the Status of the Spirit 

into 7 sub-ages.  The sixth age was to extend from the Massacre of St. Bartholomew to the final overthrow of the papacy.  Then the seventh age, “the sabbath of the Spirit in the full sense” was to be inaugurated by a Protestant general council in Venice which would constitute the millennium of Revelation 21 (Dewitt, Premillennial History)
Early History of Dispensationalism
Although Darby was the first to systematize dispensationalism, I believe that rudimentary features can be found prior to the nineteenth century, especially in the early church and the three hundred years prior to Darby. Opponents often debate a pre-Darby heritage, butI think the evidence does support our claim that there are historical and theological antecedents to the modern system. (Ice, R.T.; A Short History of Dispensationalism, http://www.pre-trib.org/articles/view/short-history-of-dispensationalism, October 29, 2010)

The Fathers (1)distinguished between the church and national Israel, (2) recognized distinctions among the differing peoples of God throughout biblical history, and (3) believed in the literal fulfillment of covenant promises in the earthly kingdom. . . . The contemporary dispensational position on Israel and the church is primarily a refinement and not a contradiction of the position of the ante-Nicene church("Israel and the Church," 271.) (Ice; op. cit.)

Pierre Poiret's scheme is seen in his six volume work, The Divine Economy (1687) as follows:

I. Infancy-to the Deluge

II. Childhood-to Moses

III. Adolescence-to the prophets

IV. Youth-to the coming of Christ

V. Manhood-"some time after that"

VI. Old Age-"the time of man's decay"

(V& VI are the church age)

VII. Renovation of all things-the millennium (Disp. Today, p. 71) (Ice; op. cit.)
Isaac Watts the hymn writer also wrote about dispensations

The public dispensations of God towards men, are those wise and holy constitutions of his will and government, revealed or some way manifested to them, in the several successive periods or ages of the world, where in are contained the duties which he expects from men, and the blessings which he promises, or encourages them to expect from him, here and hereafter; together with the sins which he forbids, and the punishments which he threatens to inflict on such sinners, or the dispensations of God maybe described more briefly, as the appointed moral rules of God's dealing with mankind, considered as reasonable creatures, and as accountable to him for their behavior

Watts dispensational scheme is as follows:

I. The Dispensation of Innocency

II. Adam after the Fall

III. The Noahic Dispensation

IV. The Abrahamic Dispensation

V. The Mosaic Dispensation

VI. The Christian Dispensation (Disp. Today,p. 73). (Ice; op. cit.)
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