History of Dispensational Theology and the Grace Movement
Session 6
American Post- Millennialism
Characteristics of Postmillennialism
· The Kingdom began with Christ’s ministry and is progressing toward the millennium.
· The Church replaced Israel
· The kingdom is essentially redemptive and spiritual
· Christ‘s kingdom will exercise a transformational socio-cultural influence in history
· Most of Christianity will be converted and peace and prosperity will flourish
· After an indefinite time Christ will literally return and introduce his eternal Kingdom
(Ice; “What is Postmillennialism”; http://www.pre-trib.org/articles/view/what-is-postmillennialism)
Formalized by Daniel Whitby (1638-1726)

Early Postmillennial Movements

There is no trace of anything in the church which could be classified as postmillennialism in the first two or three centuries.

The rise of figurative interpretation and Augustine's millennial inter-advent theory began to lay a foundation for the later development of postmillennialism.

Rise of Christianity, Conversion of Constantine (8% of the Roman empire Christian to virtually all Christian post-Constantine).
Enthusiasm lost with the rise of Islam and the loss of many parts of Christendom.

Another development that contributed to the development of systematic postmillennialism is the rise of Christendom and the merger of church and state with Constantine's declaration that Christianity was the new religion of the Roman Empire (a.d. 313). Before Constantine it is estimated that only eight to ten per cent of the Empire was Christian. However, as the fourth century neared its end, virtually all identified themselves as Christian. This development lead to a form of victory and optimism about the spread of Christianity and its ability to overcome even a hostile state, like the previously evil Roman Empire. However, such optimism was tempered with the lost to Christendom of North Africa in the fifth century and the rise of militant Islam a few centuries later.  (Ice; “What is Postmillennialism”; op. cit.)
Postmillennialism was first clearly articulated in America by a man many consider the greatest theologian in American history, New England Congregational pastor Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758). (Pointer, Christianity Today; 1999; http://www.ctlibrary.com/ch/1999/issue61/61h028.html)
He was circumspect when revival broke out in his own congregation in the 1730s, but when all of New England was convulsed by spiritual awakening in the early 1740s, he could not hold back: " 'Tis not unlikely that this work of God's Spirit, that is so extraordinary and wonderful, is the dawning, or at least a prelude, of that glorious work of God, so often foretold in Scripture. … And there are many things that make it probable that this work will begin in America." (Pointer; op.cit.)
After the Great Awakening, Edwards became more cautious and dated the Millennium (a term he used rarely) somewhere around the year 2000. He believed, with many others, that this date would mark the beginning of the seventh and final millennium of world history. In the interim, much remained to be done: the fall of Satan's kingdoms (that is, the papacy and the Ottoman Turkish empire), the conversion of the Jews, and the spread of true Christianity "through the vast regions of the earth." (Pointer; op. cit.)
How will this all come to be? Here was Edwards's greatest contribution: "This is a work that will be accomplished by means, by the preaching of the gospel, and the use of the ordinary means of grace, and so shall be gradually brought to pass. (Pointer; op. cit.)
For example, Samuel Hopkins was an Edwards disciple and Congregational minister in Newport, Rhode Island, who produced his own Treatise on the Millennium in 1793. Hopkins's views anticipated tendencies that would flower in the next century. (Pointer; op. cit.)
First, he was compelled to a social activism unknown to Edwards. (Pointer; op. cit.)

Second, Hopkins believed that ultimately the vast majority of human beings would be saved (Pointer; op. cit.)

By studying the laws underlying that spiritual renaissance, people could use—indeed, God expected them to use—means that could produce revivals at will. Similarly, the Millennium would not come without the systematic labors of the saints. On both fronts, then, evangelicals emphasized that God worked through means. (Pointer; op. cit.)
No one articulated this theme better than revivalist Charles Finney (1792-1875).
Never one to mince words, Finney allegedly asserted that "if the church will do her duty, the Millennium may come in this country in three years." This led in the years before the Civil War to unprecedented evangelical social and religious reform: temperance, antislavery, peace, women's rights, education, as well as dramatic expansion in home and foreign mission work.

All of this would be jeopardized, Finney believed, if Christians succumbed to a belief in premillennialism.
Thus when William Miller began to stir up excitement about an imminent return of Christ in the early 1840s, Finney thought the movement "wild and irrational," and he confronted the fervent adventist face-to-face, trying to set him straight about the Book of Daniel. (Pointer; op. cit.)
Henry's father (Lyman Beecher) preached a form of Calvinist theology that "combined the old belief that 'human fate was preordained by God's plan' with a faith in the capacity of rational men and women to purge society of its sinful ways," according to historian Michael Kazin. [1]   (Wikipedia. Org; Henry Ward Beecher, November 23, 2010) Pastor Lyman Beecher believed "the Millennium would commence in America."(Pointer; op.cit.)
The revival of 1858 quickened such hopes, such that Joseph Berg, Dutch Reformed pastor in Philadelphia, could exclaim: "Who does not see that, with the termination of injustice and oppression, … with the establishment of righteousness in every statute book … with art and science sanctified by the truth of God, and holiness to the Lord graven upon the walls of our high places, and the whole earth drinking in the rain of righteousness … oh! This is the reign of Jesus."
"For (Henry) Beecher, sinfulness was a temporary malady, which the love of God could burn away as a fierce noonday sun dries up a noxious mold," according to Kazin.[1] (Wikipedia. Org; Henry Ward Beecher, November 23, 2010)
Decline of  Postmillennialism

The American Civil War was the first event to burst the postmillennial balloon for many believers, both in the North and South. Over the next few decades, immigration, urbanization, and industrialization created new, complex, and seemingly intractable problems for the nation—and for postmillennialists. The world was simply not getting better.
Reasons for the Decline of Postmillennialism

Brutality of the Civil War

Immigration

Increase of Catholicism in America

Rise of Adventism and Dispensationalism

Social problems from Industrialization

World Wars

Merging with the Social Gospel

Adventism
William Miller 1782 – 1849
· Born into a Baptist family.
· Became a Deist.
· Believed he was spared from death during the war of 1812.
· Rejoined the Baptist Church and was converted.
· Was challenged by deists to prove the Bible.
· Determined that Postmillennialism was false.
· Adopted a day/year interpretation of Daniel 8:14
· Set the date for the return of Christ as Oct. 22, 1844
· Adventism became a major movement.
· Continued after the “Great Disappointment” of 1844
· Set the stage for interest in prophecy, the second coming and the rapture.
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