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Bullinger

Ethelbert William Bullinger 1837-1913
· Clergyman of the Church of England
· Secretary of the Trinitarian Bible Society, 1867 – 1913.
· Identified the ‘mystery’ as a wholly Pauline revelation.
· Primary editor of the Companion Bible (published in 6 parts1909 – 1922, completed by associates after his death)
· Edited “Things to Come” for 19 years
· Charles Welch completed his work and maintained his legacy
· Noted for advocating the “Acts 28” beginning of the Body of Christ.
· Believed in “soul sleep” and annihilationism.
Dwight L. Moody (1837 – 1899)

Born in Northfield, Mass.  One of 8 children.

In 1854 he moved to Boston to work in an uncle’s show store

1855 converted to Christ.

I can truly say, and in saying it I magnify the infinite grace of God as bestowed upon him, that I have seen few persons whose minds were spiritually darker than was his when he came into my Sunday School class; and I think that the committee of the Mount Vernon Church seldom met an applicant for membership more unlikely ever to become a Christian of clear and decided views of Gospel truth, still less to fill any extended sphere of public usefulness.[1]
In 1856 he moved to Chicago and started a Sunday School and later ministered to the Union soldiers in the Civil War.  In 1860 President-Elect Lincoln visited his Sunday School

By 1871 he met the gospel singer Ira Sankey and they started preaching around the US and in England.
In 1886 founded Moody Bible Institute ( Chicago Evangelization Society, Chicago Bible Institute).

He moved back to Northfield, MA.  He came under the dispensational influence of AJ Gordon.  Northfield became an important conference center in the late 19th century.
Became known throughout the world and influenced many prominent Christian leaders of his day.

Scofield
Kansas attorney C.I. Scofield(1843-1921), was converted to Christ at age 36. Later, during the 1880's in St. Louis, James Brookes discipled Scofield teaching him dispensationalism. An ordained Congregationalist, Scofield, pastored both Congregational andPresbyterian churches. He also was active in missions and founded the Central American Mission. He is well-known as a systematizer and popularizer of dispensationalism through his widely-known and controversial ScofieldReference Bible(1909). His work has done more to spread dispensationalism throughout the English-speaking world than anything else. However, dispensationalism was already a growing movement before Scofield. His Bible simply made it morepopular. Scofield was highly regarded in dispensational circles and his influence remains to this day.
Timeline of Scofield’s Life
· Born in 1843 in Southern Michigan

· Moved to live with relatives in Tennessee in 1840

· Enlisted in the Tennessee militia and fought for a brief time for the Confederacy.

· Moved to St. Louis and married in 1866.

· Studied and became an attorney.

· Moved to Atchison Kansas and was appointed US District Attorney.

· Resigned under a cloud of scandal, debt and drinking.

· Abandoned his wife and children and was divorced in 1883.  He remarried the same year.
· May have spent time in jail, in1879 he was converted to Christ.
· Worked with a DL Moody evangelistic meeting in 1879 and became secretary of the YMCA.

· Was mentored by James H. Brookes in St. Louis and in 1883 was ordained a Congregationalist minister.

· Accepted a call to pastor a small church in Dallas, TX. It grew from 14 to over 500.  He was there until 1895.
· Attended the Niagara Bible Conference in 1888 and met Hudson Taylor.  He was strongly influenced by his philosophy of ministry and established Central American Mission in 1890.

· 1895-1903 he was pastor of DL Moody’s Church in East Northfield, MA.

· Returned to Dallas and spent most of his time working on the Reference Bible that was published in 1909.  It was enormously successful and was responsible for the widespread acceptance of dispensationalism.

The Scofield Bible was published only a few years before World War I destroyed the cultural optimism that had viewed the world as entering a new era of peace and prosperity. Thus, Scofield's premilliennialism itself seemed almost prophetic, and sales of his Reference Bible exceeded two million copies by the end of World War II. (Wikipedia.org; Scofield Reference Bible; December 11, 2010)
This Trinity College connection of futurist-millenarian ideas forms the context for John Nelson Darby’s futurist millennialism, although Darby too had to be convinced to change from historicism to futurism on Daniel and Revelation, since he does not seem to have been a futurist in his earliest writings.  However that may be, Trinity was a meeting place for futurists, and it is most likely through Darby’s Trinity connections that American leaders of the Niagara Conferences and international prophetic conferences like James H. Brookes and C. I. Scofield received and successfully popularized futurist millennialism in America.  However, caution is in order on this point, since three recent studies have shown that Darby’s influence in these American circles was not unilateral, direct or unmixed.  The first of these studies was by L. Crutchfield, The Origins of Dispensationalism (Lanham MD: University Press of America, 1992); Crutchfield shows sufficient differences between Darby and Scofield to dispel any idea that Scofield simply took over Darby’s ideas directly with little or no modification.  Then in 1996, D. J. MacCleod showed that in the one significant place where Scofield actually names a theological tutor, it is not Darby, but Walter Scott, a millenarian expositor of Revelation (“Walter Scott, a Link in Dispensationalism Between Daraby and Scofield?,” Bibliotheca Sacra 154 [1996]: 155-178).  Finally, in a very important study of James H. Brookes, Carl Sanders III showed that Brookes—although almost certainly the St. Louis pastor friend referred to by Darby, and the personal tutor of C. I. Scofield after his conversion—was rather significantly influenced toward dispensational premillennialism by ideas already circulating in Brookes’ own American Presbyterian circles (The Premillennial Faith of James Brookes: Reexamining the Roots of American Dispensationalism [Lanham MD: The University Press of America, 2001]).  These studies make clear how tenuous are the sometimes facile, direct connections of Darby and Scofield.  Still, Trinity College, Dublin, was a meeting place of prophetic historicists and futurists, and it was after all, Darby’s institution as well, where he studied in the very years of futurism’s early development.  Coordinating these persons and ideas in detail, however, is a task remaining to historians of the millenarian renewal. (DeWitt, Premillennial History, unpublished paper, p.37).
Arno C. Gaebelein
Arno Gaebelein (1861-1945)migrated to the U.S. from Germany in his youth. Although he was initially a pastor, he is best known for his work in Jewish evangelism and as editor of Our Hope magazine. Timothy Weber noted of his abilities that Gaebelein "acquired such an expertise in the Talmud and other rabbinic literature and spoke such flawless Yiddish that he often had a difficult time convincing many of his audiences that he was not a Jew trying to 'pass' as a Gentile." (Living in the Shadow, 144)

Gaebelein did much to spread dispensationalism through his speaking, books, and magazine Our Hope.

William E. Blackstone
Like many early dispensationalists, William Blackstone (1841-1935) was also involved in a ministry of Jewish evangelists. Blackstone lived in the Chicago area and was the "Hal Lindsey " of his day when he wrote the best-selling book Jesus Is Coming (1878). (Ice, History of Dispensationalism)

In 1878, he wrote, Jesus is Coming. His book became the veritable reference source of American dispensationalist thought. Over the next 50 years, Jesus is coming sold multi-millions of copies worldwide and was translated into 48 languages (Wikipedia.org; William Eugene Blackstone, December 10,2010)

Blackstone, even though a Christian, is also viewed as one of the fathers of the Zionist movement. He worked constantly for the return of Jews to Israeland lobbied politicians, convened conferences, and raised funds for the cause. "At a 1918 Zionist Conference in Philadelphia, Blackstone was acclaimed a 'Father of Zionism.'" (Weber, 140) In 1956, Israel dedicated a forest in his honor. Weber says of this unique Jewish-Christian relationship, dispensationalists "were able to stress the evangelization of the Jews while at the same time they supported Jewish nationalistic aspirations" (141). (Ice)

Blackstone’s efforts were motivated as much by humanitarian concerns, being aware of the pogroms of Eurpoe, especially Imperial Russia as by theological concerns.

Without Rev. Blackstone's lifelong efforts to build American political support and American prophetic understanding of dispensationalism and restorationism, American support for Zionism and the State of Israel might have been very different. Famous during his life, he slipped into historical obscurity. (Wikipedia.org; Willam Eugene Blackstone; December 10, 2010)
Lewis Sperry Chafer 1871 - 1952
Ordained in 1900 in the Congregationalist Church

1903 served in Troy, Mass. and came under the mentorship of C.I. Scofield.

1921 moved to Dallas to pastor First Congregational Church.

1924 founded Dallas Theological Seminary
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