
151. : .  Finkelstein,  "The Bible,  Archaeology, and History-I{ave the
Excavat ions corroborated Scr ipture?,"  Comnentary,  27, 4,  Lpt.  '59,
pp.341-349.

lTwright,  op. c i t . ,  pp. 14-21 '
L8rbid. .  p.  15.
Lgrbid. .  o.  rg.
20si .  ctrui t . "  Marston, ?he BibLe rs Ttwe, (London: 1934) 

'  
pp. 57ff .

2lsir Leonard Woolley, Excauations at Uv, (Londonz Ernest Benn'
Ltd. ,  1954, pp. 27-36).  Wool ley concludes (p.  36),  "The Genesis ver-
sion says that the waters rose to a height of t'tenty-si'x feet, which
seens tL be true ( l ) . "

22llerrlLL F. Unger, Archaeology and the )Ld Iestanent' pp' 14-18'
z3f t id. ,  p.  15.
24Loe, elt.
25wt111"r" ,  op.  c i t . ,  p.  16.
26lrur igtr t ,  ip.  ei t . ,  PP. 83'  206, 247'  Two interest lng'  readable

accounts of ancient Mesopotamia which both acknowledge Abrahan as

coming from Ur are: Samuel Noah Kramer, Histot'y Begi'ns at Swner,
(Gardln Clty:  Anchor Books, 1959) and walter A'  Fal ' rservls,  Jr ' ,

Mesopotani.a-, The CioiLizat'i-on that Rose )ut of CLaA 
' 

(New York:

MacMll lan, 1965) '
2TwiILLams, op. c i t . ,  p.  16. such paral le ls have both clar l f led

the problems of Scripture and have raised new problers' For example

the problen of the o;igin of the Flood and Creatlon stories whlch

are iound in Sunerian and Babylonian literature 1s rather difficult

to resolve at present. For an evangelical atEemPt co resolve the
problens see Unger, ArchaeoLogy an'd the OLd Testqnent, pp' 26ff' 

-' -1ai6;a. ,  p.  Li 'see also J.- i .  Thonpsot,  The Bible and Archaeology'
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publ ishing Co. '  1962) ''  

29Heidel ,  op. ei t . ,  pp. 137-223. Dr '  Eeidel  Points out some inter-

estlng facis whlch tllscredit the theories of Annihilation and Soul

Sleep and show them not to have been prevalent in the IIeb relt thought

or burtal  practLce in contrast to some of her nelghborts practLces'
3}lJrrgex,' Arehaeology and the 1Ld Iestonent, P' 18'

SPIRIT OF BEREANISM
By David L. Weddle

B.R.E.,  Grace Bibl-e Col lege, 1954;8.A.,  Hope Col l -ege, 1956; Pastor

of  Coopersvi l le Bible Church, Coopersvi l le,  Michigan'

Now these were more noble than those lo Thessalonica'

in chat they received the word r"ith all readiness of

mincl, exarLining the scriPtures daily, !'hether these

things were so. (Acts 17:11'  ASV)
We have adopted the Bereans because we identify ourselves with

r igorous, p"t"orrr l  Bible study. They brought Paul 's teaching under
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eaching undet

the s3ruirnf  af  Si ; iPrure,  Prerrgur i f iS Lha Rercrma!1cn -L: ls lsEen:e on

the wri t ren Wor.d as rne ul i rmace r . r iL i r r t ( r  of  fa i r i t  a l i  pfa. t ice '

The Berean'  re lused to be moved i rom ihe soi id i :u:rda: iun oi  Ehe Law

oi " fatr t ' , . t t  on whi :h iho-:- !  iarrh was g: :undad'  !cr  !h3ir  far thfulness

io the binding author:Ly of  re ' : , 'erar lJn and rherr  das're rc a:cept no

It"ofogy , . rh i :h drd n: ' -  harm;arze wrrh their  persJnai  Bible study we

praise ihe Bereans aad seek Ll  emulale them'

Bi.lc Ber€an:-sm' as a i\ray oi lr ie and :hcughr' also concaj-ns an-

other elemen'-  whrch we ha're perhaps i :cr  been sc eager to adePt:  a

torai  openness to the possibr l l ' .y  o i  n=w understandl-ng ar i 's lng'  NoE

only te ie the B3r3arrs l l rmly .omnl i tsd !c the s: i iPiures as lhe nono-

at lve statement cf  chei :  fa:ch,  rhey were aiso resPcnsaire Eo any t tT

i igha t t i . i t  mlghi  be shed cr chair  incerpretacion or appl ic l t ions of

r t la.  
"" . ipaor." .  

In ;h i i  a:crcui ie chey also share rne basic i rnpulse

Ji- i t "  n. ; t .o, . . t  wLrc :hal ianged c:edr l ional  in lerPreia ' ions of  t l i

scr ipcuras aj  obscu:e or jn lc:ura ' -e and pi t rc-Larmed a reneweo

Bibl- i . :a l  t r ressage, der i l ,ed t rom rhe :r igrnai  lexE:;  and shaped by the

io. f .  or  s:n: ia iship ' levei tPed in Ehe Renaissan:e" Proteslansism

owe: j ' ls  exLs[:n--e Eo ' -nu oPt- , . "u"= or Luche: and Calvin co "new

ltghi  .  "
' IhusB€leanismic; i ives|w' ] !heme'3cfhurnanexPerlencgaSoldaS.

the pra-sf ,crat ic Phr lcsoPhersi  che oId and che n3wr lhe p€rmanenE and

ih" 
"nr"grng, 

an. i rad: . t rc 'nai  and Lh3 lev ' :Lucronar, ' '  The histor lc

task of  bot t r  phi losopty and ;-heology ha'  been co sc: ike che balance

;; ; . ; ;  rhe rwo ptaco's encir :  metaphysics rs bui l t  on the dist inc-

t icn bet6ee: l  |he em?i l r .a i  i . ;o l ] |d . : f  Var ieEy and cenporalr ty and . .h.

changeless raalm of  rhe ldeas, o( stac: ' :  f : rms'  applehended only by

inruic i :n.  S;-rni iar ly,  Lh'-  . :smclcgy ct  Whi:ehead crea:s chs universe

as a dynamrc PrDcas; ot  "e;encs" tL i in t te the a:cuairzacrcns of  a

set ol  potencials,  la i ied "ecernal  oble;cs '"  YeE' I . th i le whi tehead

lccacas tealr ly in che r ' r . r r1d ct  ' -hangrrrg eKPerlen:e ' -  Placo cal ls 
: l ;

nater la l  wcr ld of  ;ense expe;alence a "shadow" ct  tha "real ly real '

realm of  Ehe ! ' i rnns.  That is to sar '  Platc has si ruJk the balance be-

Eween these two iaccors in iavor tf Peimanerr:e, , lhile Whitehead efi l-

phaslzes the dynarni :  chara:cer of  realrry '
In Eems alcser to our eireryday exPerLenca these t \ to rhemes

whieh are the genius of Berernism Lan ba traosj-aled as "conservative"

and " l iberal ,"  The bala: lce lne choeses between these two faccors de-

ternLnes hLs choi :e oi  .ateer (sgeady, sol id ln ' -ome 
"s '  

lhe r isk of

cotrunlssloa cr lnves rment k:ome) ,  h ls pol : : lcal  Posl t ion (malnrenance

of the s!a:us quc vs.  s; : ia l -pol l t lcal  :hange),  h1;  :u lcural  tas 'es

(Bach vs " Brlbe:k) and his :heologY '
The Be:e;ns dld nJt  sacr l f lc i  cne of  lhese alenenis tothe-t ther '

They di .d noc de:r t  "devslopment" fcr  she sake of .  "def  3nd'-ng,th-] : : l : : " '

but  ne:cher d] .d chey sa:r i t lce ' ' : r rhcdcxy' '  rn Lhe name ci  ' .progress

Io be a Berean rs iJ be open cg rha adl"en:ure : i  ;hange and in:el lec-

Eual-spir l tuai  advan;a;  to be a Berean is Eo re:Jgnlze tht , , - ! :Ti t : : r '

s lgnl i ican:e cr  Godr;  W:rd Gld hon:red su:h a sprrrc as "nlbte ano

reveal :d r t  th:se t t ts:  Bsrean3 the i iuch or ecerntr l  salva: lon in

Jes,ls Chr rs t
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:

IE is of  h ighest lmportan3e for those of  us who cal l  ourselves =

"Bereans" to examine trl""t"" spirlt of Bereanism which is the recog- :i

""rii"i"lrt.a- 
tntellecrual and spiritual developrnent are conpanlons 

' 
-not  enemies, and that t t ' ty--" t"  together enr ich.one's basic al leglance '

to the scriptures' fo tf"ut-""a w! will deal with the two elements of 
' l

oDenness and commrtment ;;i"; coaprl-se ttre Erue spilrlt of Bereanlsm' =

The Bereans n.a ti '"i"i '- 't" cails "readlness of mi-nd" and what F' j

!. Bruce in his commena"ty- i.t n" "eonunendable open-mindedness "" They 
f

p"""""""a-.,": ,_1.:i1:::i':: i:*i:'r::..:?...:l;'J:il:i."?:",:';:""i:: ;
invesEigate every canol-oate Lu Lrrc 

Y"":  . . -^; - ; : . . r r .  {n i -hp c.r iDtures- i
;i l;;;;?;-;.i"t.i to tht-iasi" reveiation of truth ln the scriPtures" i=

To impose limitaEl-ons "" 
titi-tit '- could.read or to whom they could 

E

listen would be to adnit that the revelatlon was in danger from those ti

;;;;;;'", :hi., :1":: :'.","i11;i5l"li;":l:.::fi:i'::l';";ll T:"ti:: :
or some cr i t lc lsm t t tT-" : l :T^: :" : i " , ' . " : ; ; : ; ; "o '"-r t" .aor with a fear-  =
iuct a rim:-tatlon would replace their couraset::-.i::::-":i..'tl".iii 

' 
=

ful  legal ism, But the S"l t"""  were nei ther provincial  nor fearful ;  =

;;"-l:;;;iit affirmed it'"ii rt""ao* r" ttt" rruth bv being open to :

any expresslon of human iit""grti-"iiJ ctatmea to enhance their appre- 
=

i " . r " io.  of  the cruth '  ^Lr-r  a ' idan.a of  j

Thac the tsereans even received ?aul is the chief evidence of 1

their  courageo, l"  " t "uai i """  of  *r"a. ' '  They were open to ihe possl--  . t r

btllty of truth conrng 
-iio'n 

"= 
unlrkely 

" -"otrr"t 
as an itinerant =

or.".h"r,  rePorted tt  u" t ' i "r i i  i "u-i- i"  t t i"  t  Ce"i"-rr ' l l  '  
associated 

'=
; i th che lowest social-economic c lasses'  present ing a theology of  =

paradox (God-man) 
'"o o;;;;;;;i" ;;;;;""; i""i'i'"?io") ' 

and ihor- 'l

oushlv denounced uv tne'r i  ; ; " ; ; ; t - ; i ; ; "  leaders as a blasphemer and

p.r ' ' r " r . " t  of  Godrs r-"" ' - '  i  
" i r t -  " -  ' - ig. ' ' "  

would.probably be denied ad-

ml-ttance to most ot o"t "t ' i i l t ' t l '- iEt-tro""-:ti:::1,i:-"":"::: 
t: l i i : l

--

ll':il::":" l?:";i"?H.:n"';::"i'::"':il',";';;:;ail',-it'"""' "oir" :
Bereans gave him audience, tti""l"g Eo Judge unti-l they had heard hlm :'

ttt tl?T:t::luv 

"o,rra 
imiEaEe rhe openness of. the first Bereans' to

whal contemPorary " ""t 
cti 

-tigt't-'"t 
i"t" for the possibllity of new

trurh arising? To \^that tti '"iotr"tf- 
"o 

ci al-cultural currents in our

or^rn time might we foot tot""it-t"" to 
""" 

understandlng of the meaning

and appl icat ion ot  ot ' r . t ] i t t t  i t t  cntr" t ' l  There are many'  but  I  choose

flve whi ch are of sj'gnj'ticance to us because- as sources of truth they

seen as unllkely to too"t^Ji'-"" t" ptt'f must have to the godly Jews in

Berea'  
The wrdespread agi tat lon for .wor ld.peace ln the forrns of

oolltical grouPs ln 
"ut 

'"ffi^ "li i"ity- 
t"a the lnternatlonal ol.gal:.rza-

i ; ; ; ; - ; ; ;  ie".L,  r""r"alns the unl ted Nat lons'

Lest r be 
"o'npr"tti|"'ni";Jeii;;";; 

i should make it clear that

r am not advocatins f"li' 
";;;;;;-oi 

- 

"ii- 
tttt"t 

- 
five elemenEs" what. r

am saylng 1s thaE 
"t. 

*t'"t-i'"'"tare of the contrlbutLons they can make

and the serious ntoott*i tity t"r"t :'" the concext of conservatLve

tntt"ililthperatLve 
ihat we come to grlps with the need for a clear

definltlon of the relatlo" lttt"t" ChiLstLan teaching afld the realrl
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i they can nake
i conservatl-ve

:ed for a c lear
and the reahn

l ,  .  -^t t t ical  
act lon,  especial ly of  a ni l i tar ist ic nature'  The naive

i;"l;ili;;;i'; .' 6n:l; ::i"i:i ̂ :i:n^:T::*"'"';T: i:::"::'"::'"ffili
l?"il';;;;-;; ;t". to the demands of both' rhe accusations whj-ch

. llnl-t."p.t" brings against the usual conservative attitudes in this

^r.^ 
t t "  s ignt f ican!:

(Chr ist lans) are cold to beware of  fa lse gods'  but

they belteve in rAnerica FLrstr and frown on any attempt

io-'"1f""f.t" world tenslons because the enemy 1s wicked'

lot*u tf"tf", antl athelstlc besides' AttemPts at concilLa-

il.on th.y brand iappeasement'" 
" ' These Chrlslians are

""ppo".a ' to 
bel lev;  that  l t  ls  l t rong to k111'  yet  ' " ' " f rom

lf,L'aft" of constantine to the El-ne of 81oba1 radlatlon'

it if"tf..t" have kIlled Chrlstlans and been blessed for

dolng so bY other Chr lst ians"

rf wa heaiedly relect Protest groups as idlotlc' anarchic or cowardly

i;J"";;-;;-;ir"""ia nZ^;."" --l^' io' the- course ln such argr:ments) '
lrhat ansr.ters are we provldtng ior those who Polnt out that murder is

""-irt"i.f 
when done in the name of flaElonal lnterest as when done

'  for  Personal  Prof l t?
2" Clvil rlghts movenents and the advocating of social ehanges 

'
especlally for the poor and discrimioated"

As James pol.nls out in the second chapter olf hls- eplstle',,it l:
inconsl.steng for a nan who has falth in the one Who hrnbred ll]"nserr

and became of no rePutaclon to hold at the same til le that hls race ls

lnherently suPerlor to another' The curse of Ham rtas fulftl led ln

ah" o""rrp"tfo., and subJ ection of Canaan by- the Israelltes several

centurles ago' It is sileer vanity whleh calls upon Genesis nine for

support  of  ioclal-po l i t lcal  d iscr lmlnatLon today'

The men of our tlmes are noE bllnct fools' They see clearly- that

chrlstlans rrho offer their colored breihren money to t'bulld a" church

i;-;;;;-;"" nelghborhood and attend there" are onlv "keeplng the

Negio ln hls place" under the guise of love' It is to deny thls

hypocrlsy that some contenPorat theologlans deny the exlstence .of
i;".,i rn 

"iry 
other form th.., th"t 

'of 
love, defl-ned as standing beside

yorrt ,r.fgirUot " Ancl they are bel-ng hearcl ln the "lnner cLty'" fron

"irf"t 
to"t conservaEives have retreated to the whlte suburbs"

Untll the chur ch beglns to demonstrate lts preached convl-ctlons

that 311 slnners are eqial tn condemnation before God and all be-

li.evers are one tn Christ Jesus, its Practice will conEl-nue to glve

the lLe to its aoctriie. And what of us "graee people" whose chlef

doctrine is the oneness of all men ln the Body of Christ' a realm

where al l  d ist inct ions are abol ished?
3. contemporary rtteofogy, Part-icularly the-areas of neo-orEho-

doxy and Tlllici's rljection of the "God of popular 
llii?i:

We do not .gr"" 
"ith 

the neo-orthodox vlew of reYefiti:l: 
-:1: 

' 
'1.n". li."iaili: q;";..:;'rhe word of God in a personal "encounrer."

Ilowever, we do recognir. th. ll l lpo,tance of this emphasls on Persooal

comrlfinent. The Bible 1s not a cold cadaver for exegetical analysis;

ia l "  t t "  l iv ing Word of  God, the only vehlc le of  the Holy spir i t  ln

I{is llfe- trans formlng htork. It ls not a Private garden in which we
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nav pick our Proof texcs for a per doctrinal-Lsys tem" For too nany ':

Bereans Bible studv- *'""" i-"o'o'o'd?"': ::i:'l=::1":11":n:'":;:i"'t'',':
:;:T; ;:;-;:i*.:*.**:' :,:11:,li'";: :;; iil:;- ""rv' uv - ;p.""- ;
tonate inwardness,"  t ' t ' r l '^-o" i" i t "c :?-t l :  

hearc of  our experLenee :1

ii'.n'E"u. " oo":: ":1,:.'",: #iiti:iu:"t!:.il.ii'3i:::!:?l' - ql:ii
illn"il'l!;"lilll""llH";';;;;h 

our rives' rs it rearrv a studv 
1=

of tni 
T:l: i !" ' lX'u"" not let others, thrnk-ror him or judge for

i:-;,"1;.::";: i;:"i;;.':':l**.;i;ii:l*:.lii!1i"":*1'hi:*h, ll l
:i:ii"i;:,:x*$ll"l"::::":":: l;;' lii:ili:i";rl* x'H:*x;;:i l
H:fi*\:'l:illtT*i:*'::.:i:'::i::;.:tili.x,{*tt;+l-"i- =
ill"i;3li."ll*d';,n;i'"i".-- i".t' " c:d. 11-i'.il"i,.iil''J.rlffi .

*:iii'j:+i*t,**l*ii:-iry='ii*i'i:l'f :r"*'i'+lt*
i:llk;,:'::':h]i::':: HiJ:':l"H :?:1":'::;;"'i-u" ro""a i"'Ehe I
::;;q.i5l;ii:';nrr.. mush in contemporarv,.-theorogv d:'" ":!-^lllif i

.t ",."-.'Ii-iiiri""r r#ll"hii il;i; n' ?:"::,Hil: 'il1l;:ii,iri:ingtheissuesando"i l ! i " . , 'u"o"ace}ytreaced' , 'o" ' "? ' : l :u" l " . : : : l : : ' ' : l

:;;;i'.":""":;! il'""11"'i' =i-:::;i:"1:.,b"iil'o,,,".r',,"" i,, conrenpo-

fj;;ffi i?:"-r,"=fli*5:"'f iili",'*itiiiSr"i:Tl':T'il;

;:l***[,:ilffi [{dii:.i{*}:,.ffi *i,:in
lif,+tiig#i[t**:ii:,"lffi ''il#:?'.;? :' i';'. ;;: ;,;i1:Ugill#,t lli,",;1. i _t,r; qi,: {t!*:ffi ,,''"!i"+.?'l+**f**?-:it'ifll-il*,**.-i#
H:;:fl:.H"::l? lli 'l;;;; chis calr'
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For too many
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rly by I'pass-
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:a l ly  a study:
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3od which pic-
:untry and my
lodr s help ln
ldol ,  a nere
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L1; but a t rue
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lox Chrls tlan
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in contemPo-:
E truth ar ls- '
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l .
:1og1cal  s lg-
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L
v"
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5. ContemPorary Psyehology' provlding new.awareness of the com-

r^-itw of human nacure' new avenues for the redenptive message' new

?:: i l ; "  into the Pr ighr of  man'
tn"'"ir'ti i i 

,ro l-ong.i do to dismiss al1 emoticnal il lness as I'demon

oor"" l i ro i i - . . rd.al l -menr: l  
anguish as " lack of  fa i th" '  Psychiatry is

no nor. an lnsadrous calanic plot io control our ninds than ls the

,,rintlng press" rney ooeh can be powerful instruments for the heal-

i-o oolter of God. tne iislgt'ts of Psychological research are a gift

11t.I]" -i..r,.i. u". shal1 ie refuse rhem because rhey ?xe glven

:it:b "-;"..'h"t 

-p.o,:." 
"ot" 

insiead of a "grace preaeher?"

These comnents nave been inadequace to outline all the contrl-bu-

tlons each of these areas offers the Betean' but I trust they have

served to suggest some of the sources whLch can glve the Church ln-

lirii" t"t" if,"-.,"t.'t". of the r"orld and the apPltcations of the gos-

DeltolhatI 'orrd.rneChurehmustbeoPen!otheseinslghtsand
--.,io or Lt wtll be vlewed by the rtorld as a senlle old man' sltElng

l;';"";il;'-;onaiv .e"ittin! rhe stor:'es of his Past and 
"tt::11 "l'

rilf" t. asir:me vlgorous l-eadershlp ' To lgnore these currencs or

tio,rgtti 1n our tine ls to become lnsensitive to the relevanE ques-

ii""3- 
"r 

che world co nhom we have been sent" wl'l l the syrnbol of Don

iri-"a., irlaing ar windrnil ' lg because he was too near-sighted Eo see

;;;;;;;" *..".tit dragons, beeorne that of consqrvative christianlty

i"-g"i""'"l and of the grace movement ln partl-culir? We are ln danger

"i 
itaa if we contLnue co wotk out answers to questions 

-that 
no one

i" ." t f "g or to f ight  batt les that  have lost  their  s igni f lcance"

Can we be truly Berean and refuse Eo be recepglve to neet under--

standing? can lt be th;;;;t we contemptuously term "the wisdom . 
of

rhis llorld" may be the ii.ift 
"f 

God revealed in a concexi other than

our o$n tthlch we are too Proud of too ignorant to examlne honestly?

one could not accuse the Bereans of elther prtde or lgnorance when

Itrey-rnvrtea PauL to preach his "new gospel.' '

But Ehere is another sicle to Bereanism: it is anchored in the

un.fr"ilfr,g Word of God as the ultimale test of the value of nelt ln-

;i;;;;:- i. 1" oo. a flounclering liberalistrr' whtle the chrisELan ex-

;.;i;;." is a "building," a proiess of construcLion and deveropment 
'

lt ls altays on the unmo'ring FoundaELon- (see 1 Cor" 3:10-13) '

The Bereans were corniitced co the basic expresslon of- EruEh

which acted as the interpretatlon Jf their exPerl-ence, Diz", Ehe o]-d

i""i"r.ia" They "examined the scrlPtures daily"" Thus the Bereans

struck the balanee belween fhe two elements: openness and commitment'

They recognized lhat a house bullc on sand would fall and ihat oPen-

nes€ without connitmenE would only lead to scePticism (the Path tld

eventual  end of  Greek phi iosophy) '  Whi le they ieceived Paul 's teach-

lng wi th "al l  readinlss of  rnrnd,"  they "examined the scr ipEures

daily," whether those things were so" Tlt tension Ehen between

safety and advenEure 
' 

i.gt"" t"a debate'- foundation and buildlng'

whieh ls character ist lc of  l i fe,  ls  a lso character lst lc of  Bereanism'

Bereanism is an attitude of eomplete oPenness to 'rnovel advanee" ln

ttuth rthich is conttolled by the consrant exPression ot- truih in the

Scr lptures,
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.=

Buc we must not be content until we have clatif ied . 
the natr'rre 6i-l=

this commitment to the SsriPrures-'. When we say "commitmenl 13 ttre-

i.tr-ot"t."r" we mean' of :ourse, "corrnitment to our interpretatlon of'j

i l: '5;;t;;it.""" 
-wiir' 

tr't"i-itpittt"t distinction in nind we can 54vil

that a true Berean does iot t' i '" his interPretatlon as.a settleil dog:-!

ma, forever cercaln rn al1 i -cs i letai ls '  He does not j  ealousJ'y pro-3

tect  h is system as a f in ished gem but as a stone in need.of  much pol- !

i ; ; i " ; ; -gt ;""  theologv :"  
"ot  

t .ot  h im a dest inat ion'  but  a 
. journey' '€

Therefore, he does t'oc ioi"ibty squelch live options in doctrlnal 
-=

discussions. He renains oPen to f requent 
-revlew 

and cr i t ic lsm of hls ' t j

creed. Church counc.l-r" tt 't- regulariy and Bereanism recognizes tttat 
' i

anclent bal lots may be contested" ---^1 --r11 -r- .^---  

t=

-^----Ho"..r.4, 
che irue Berean also knows that the gosper r'r1rr arways ;:

U. 
" 

ii""".ra"irt' an oftense to che man whose religion must always 
.be 

.:]1

rationally acceptable 
""i 

a 
"tutttingblock 

to 
-the 

man who- t1ke1 pt19" 
'::

in hls own rignteousness" Thereflre' he does not submit to the 'r=

temptalicn to make trt. g".IP"f p 
"itttU 

f" 
' 
t" 

.modern 
man by-denying- tts =

Biblieal conrent" rit" ri"i '.." is grounded in the fl-rn belief in Jesus E

chrisr as l,ord and i" ti"- 
""irt"rliy 

of His Word as che foundatio" 9i =

which our t"f 
"uior,"nip 

io tii i is es tablished and maincained ' $1 .tE

fresh inslghts are 3uagei "t"otJi"e 
to their har-n:ly with that be- =jl

l lef ;  t r rac-Ueltef  is  never alcered to f i t  ne\ t  lnsights ' .  
^ .  i

This foundat ion-- ' tesus Chr is:  as Lord-- is the ul tLtrate test  ot

the qual l ty of  ar l  new i ; ; ; " - ; "e Pract lces" ror the Berean the eru- 
- i

cial question to be rai-sed with regard to a nert insight or candidate -1

for truth is: Does it ."ri.tt toy rllationship to Jesus chri'st and ny r

! ' i tnesstothegosPe1?_i;_i ;does,r t isembracedasav'orthybui ld-
ing mater ia l  .+r  ̂ nr l  r  cm: r  r  ls  l

Thaci .sthereasonl thyBereansembracedispensat ional isB; l t " ls=
a comparatively new lns:-girc (in its present. firm) into truth whlch :

exalus the Lordship of-Efitr"i a"a clntributes to a more meaningful "!

urinistry than certain ott'ti fot*- of traditional doctrine and prac- =

t ice" I t  ls  the , . "po"" ib i1 ioy of  d ispens at ional is ts to cont inue to =

denonstrate the aUifiiy oi o"i tppto""h Eo enrich Christian under- i

standing and exPerlenctl 
" -""-"""1'"t- i 't if irr 

- 
that responsibility by :

conf ln ing our at tent ion"to t - tut l t l t t  set  of  t lated quest ions'  j

Bereanism then rnvoives these two elenents in balance: an open- =

ness. io the possibiriiy of new truth and n"" qt'""lion" arLslng in the 5

world:  a f l rm commr Eme"t-  I  o- ' t i "  
-  
r -o 

'dshrp 
of  Chr ist  and a resPecE for

the author j - ty of  nr"  " i i " i "g;  word'  we dare not neglecc el- ther as-

p""a-iit" wtuld rernati tttl"t to the spirit of aulhentlc Bereanism' 
=

,r,t't*From a serrtron dellvered at Beraan Bi'ble Church' Grand RaPids' j

ui"rrig.rr,-.r, Januar} g, Lg56" =
=

NOTES +1,-  Dh^h: om+ cf
IJoho Hosp.r" , Humen Ccnduer': An fntrcds'etion to the pt'cblems 

' ^cf 

:'

Ethi .cs,  (New York:  I i " ; t ; ; ; ; - ; ; tce o wor ld '  Ine" 1961) '  pp'  11'12"
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