
 

Outreach 

             In this issue of PMA Outreach we would like to 
describe a little about the nuts and bolts of how the 
ministry of Bible Correspondence Fellowship works.  
Each year PMA sends out over 5000 Bible studies to 
people all over the world.  Most of those studies go to 
men and women incarcerated in the United States but 
a significant number are sent to people that are not in 
jail or prison as well as to dozens to students that en-
roll from other parts of the world.  While PMA is in-
volved in many different ways of reaching people with 
the good news of Jesus Christ and the message of 
God’s grace, the 
correspondence 
Bible lessons are 
still our core 
method of out-
reach and the 
largest single 
means of teach-
ing the Word of 
God to inmates 
and other inter-
ested individuals. 
             The 
process begins 
with a student 
requesting to en-
roll in the BCF 
course.  The majority of those requests come through 
letters or postcards sent from inmates in prison or jail 
asking to be sent our lessons.  The inmates learn of 
the BCF lessons through a number of means.  Most 
frequently inmates find out about our lessons through 
other inmates.  When we send out a lesson we always  
we encourage the students to tells others about the 
lessons and have them enroll.  There is no way of 
knowing for certain, but an estimate could be that as 
much as 70% of the requests are made through per-
sonal contact from other inmates.  PMA is also listed 

with a number of Christian organizations that might re-
ceive requests for lessons but don’t provide them them-
selves, such as the Berean Bible Society, Joni and 
Friends and the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association.  
We are also listed in several databases of organizations 
that provide free Bible lessons that are available to 
prison chaplains.  We also receive many requests from 
family members and friends of incarcerated individuals 
that would like their loved ones to be enrolled in the stud-
ies. 
             As far as non-inmates that enroll, those requests 

come from a vari-
ety of sources as 
well.  Many times 
the inmates would 
like their family 
members to do 
our Bible studies 
along with them, 
so they send us 
names and ad-
dresses.  We re-
ceive requests 
through email and  
letters from 
around the world 
on a weekly basis 
asking to be in-

cluded as students. 
             All the new requests as well as completed Bible 
lessons are processed at the PMA headquarters in Port 
Orchard, Washington.  Our office manager, Karen 
Bodeutsch, picks up the mail every day and separates 
the lesson requests and the returned lessons from other 
mail.  She then sits down with the new requests and en-
ters them into our computerized database of students.  
There are many unique details that must be given atten-
tion when sending mail to inmates.  Each one has a  
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              I’ve said this before and I will say it again; I feel 

very blessed to be a part of Prison Mission Association.  I 

wish each of you could come and spend a day with me.  I 

see that Don gave you a view of how the ministry of 

Bible Correspondence Fellowship works.  This is a big 

part of my responsibility but there is a lot you don’t see, 

as with any office administrator’s job.  We make sure 

that every comment or questions asked by a student is ad-

dressed.  We have managed to keep a personal touch to our 

ministry.  I feel very committed to that.  The bottom line is 

that the lessons and students are top priority in this office.  

All other happenings are second.   

              Dealing with volunteers can be complex.  After all 

since they are donating their time they need flexibility and so 

we need to be flexible as well.  Thankfully I don’t have 

to make too many adjustments as I have very faithful 

and dedicated volunteers. 

I’ve been blessed by my personal studies in the Word 

of God through Beth Moore.  God has used this 

woman mightily among women in many of our 

churches   As a child of God we have so many benefits.  

Beth names five that I would like to share with you and 

relate to our ministry here at PMA. 
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Editor’s Note:  The Following report comes from Pastor Wes 
Barteck of Grace Bible Fellowship in Inverness, Florida. 
 
            Grace Bible Fellowship of Inverness, Florida has been in-
volved at Sumter Correctional Institution even before the church 
was founded in January of 1999.  The outreach was originally 
started by Curtis Rowsey in 1992, who knew Paul's distinctive 
message of God's grace and wanted the men at the prison to 
hear it too.  The class has continued without interruption since 
that time. While the class originally was held in the evenings, 
more recently the group meets on Thursday mornings from 9:00 -
- 11:00 am.  Merlin Frum a member of Grace Bible Fellowship is 
the leader and we currently have about 20 to 25 men attending.  
We are currently using a video series on the basics of Bible study 
since we have some men that recently joined the group who are 
new to the Grace message.  We have also just started a verse-
by-verse study of Romans, led by Pastor Wes Barteck.  The dis-

cussions can get quite lively as some of the men have a very good understanding of God's Word for today 
            This past December, a group of about 13 members from Grace Bible Fellowship went to the prison 
and participated in a worship service that emphasized what the coming of Christ means for us today.  
There were about 40 men in attendance, and some men who used to be in the class were able to get re-
leased from their work at the prison to attend. 
            The men truly appreciate our efforts in teaching them more about God's grace and our willingness 
to devote time each week to spend with them. Many former class members have been dispersed through-
out the Florida State Prison System by transfer, and are spreading the "right division" message at their 
present locations. They are super enthusiastic about the Grace message. 
            Future plans of Grace Bible Fellowship's prison ministry may include the possible expansion to an-
other facility. All former class members have been encouraged to contact various grace organizations to 
find the closest grace church upon their release to help further establish them in the faith. 

 

Pastor Wes Barteck and Merlin Frum head up 

the outreach at the Sumter Correctional Insti-

tution near Inverness, Florida 

KAREN’S KORNERKAREN’S KORNERKAREN’S KORNERKAREN’S KORNER    
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Being a Volunteer in the local Pinellas County Jail has it’s ups and it’s 
downs.  All the Latins have been moved.  The whole jail system has 
been changed, and after several months of not having any Latins for 
Bible Study, there are now about 5 who come and go.  One week they 
study with us, and the next week they are sent off to a far away prison 
after being sentenced. 
           The group of English speaking men with whom we meet every 

Saturday has been a great blessing.  We usually have about 15, they are a joy.  They are grow-
ing in Grace and knowledge of our Lord more every day.  They meet daily on their own, pray to-
gether and come back with their questions and assurances. 
          My private “secretary” in addition to my wife, Sally, is Mariana, my Argentine daughter- in-
law.  She is such a great help, in that she registers all the incoming mail, passes along the more 
advanced lessons to Sally, and corrects all the rest.  She has our Spanish group well organized, 
and is very efficient in her correcting, and sending back the corrected lessons. 
          Today our greatest pleasure comes from the lessons being studied in Buenos Aires, Ar-
gentina.  Alejandro was with us here for several months before returning home to Argentina.  He 
immediately began a small group using the PMA lessons on Saturday afternoons with members 
of his own family.  Then he was invited to teach the lessons in a denominational church around 
the corner from his “high-rise” building.  These 15 people have been growing in their faith as they 
have learned what God’s Grace has done for them. 
          Every day it is a privilege serving the Lord with PMA.  We thank the Lord for each of you 
who share in this ministry.   May God richly bless you, 
          Edittor’s Note:PMA accepts contributions for the Selfors ministry and they are assisted fi-
nancially by a small stipend.  If you would like to be a part of the Selfors’ outreach to Hispanics 
you can send gifts to the Port Orchard office of PMA with the designation “Selfors’ ministry.” 

•     To know God and believe Him. 

•     To glorify God 

•     To find satisfaction in God 

•     To experience God’s peace 

•     To enjoy God’s presence.   

              Not only do we offer Bible courses for rightly dividing the Word of God but we offer hope and real meaning to the in-

mate’s lives.  Our lessons help the inmates to know God better and believe in what He says.  They help the inmates to glorify 

God, and to find satisfaction in God alone!  Hopefully they will experience God’s peace and above all, enjoy God’s presence. 

              Every day I read wonderful testimonies and I praise God that we can have a part in these inmates’ lives for God’s glory.  

Here are a few testimonies. 
 

“I truly feel the PMA studies are getting better or the Holy Spirit is teaching me more about the Word of God.”   M. 

 

“I wish to express my sincere appreciation for your support in my desire to know my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and it is my 

intention to devote my 3 ½ years in prison in the study of God’s Word, so I may acquire knowledge and understanding necessary 

for me to know and love my Lord Jesus Christ.”   C 

 

Thank you all for your support of this vital ministry for God’s glory.  Isaiah 43:7 

 

By God’s grace, 

Karen 
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Continued from page 1 
unique identification number which 
must match his name, if either the 
name or number is inaccurate the 

person may not receive the letter (I 
have even known of an inmate that 
was sent to solitary confinement for 
30 days because the name and 
number on a letter he was sent did 
not match).  Once the requests are 
processed Karen prints the names 
on envelopes that are given to our 
volunteers that prepare the enve-
lopes for mailing. 
             After taking care of new re-
quests Karen begins to process the 
completed lessons.  Here again she 
looks up the students’ names in the 
database and records the date the 
lesson was received, prepares a 
completion certificate and prints an 
envelope for the next lesson.  The 
completed lesson is then sent on to 
one of our volunteer lesson correc-
tors. 
             The team of volunteers that 
work in the office are the ones who 
make it possible for the Bible Corre-
spondence Fellowship ministry to 

continue.  Without them and the 
many things they do, the ministry 
would stop dead.  The correctors are 
the ones that go over every one of 
the 5000 lessons sent each year and 
check to make sure the questions 
have been answered correctly.  
They often do more than just make 
corrections, but they add helpful 
comments that will aid in the stu-
dent’s understanding of the concept.  
It is a very time consuming job and 
their willingness to make this sacri-
fice is extremely important. 
             After correcting the lessons 
they are returned to Karen and are 
sorted and to be mailed back.  Be-
cause the corrected lessons have 
personalized messages on them 
they cannot be sent using bulk mail 
postage rates but rather they must 
be returned with first class postage 
attached.  For that reason the cor-
rected lessons are sent back sepa-

rately with only small amounts of lit-
erature in order to keep the weight of 
the envelope as light as possible. 
             The lessons for the new stu-
dents and the follow up lessons for 
continuing students have no per-
sonal messages and therefore can 
be mailed at bulk mail rates which 
saves PMA a great deal of money 
and allows us to more effectively 
minister to the inmates.  The bulk 
mail rate allows 3.2 ounces in an en-
velope for 18 cents.  The average 
lesson we send is less than 2 
ounces and we are able to fill up the 
rest of the envelope with sound 
Christian literature.  PMA is always 
soliciting literature from churches 
and individuals that we can use for 
this part of the ministry.  (Perhaps 

you or your church can help us with this 
need.  The best things are small book-
lets and bulletin inserts that may be left 

over after they have been used in your 
church.).  The bulk mailings require a 
minimum of 200 pieces in order to re-
ceive that reduced rate.  It takes about 
two to three weeks to prepare that 
many lessons and about twice a month 
the blank uncompleted lessons with lit-
erature is mailed from the Port Orchard 
office. 
             Correcting and mailing lessons 
is not the only thing that goes on in the 
PMA office.  We also offer lessons for 
the children of inmates and our office 
mails those lessons to the inmates that 
request them, and we require the in-
mate to forward those lessons to their 
children. 
             On the last page of every BCF 
lesson is a place for inmates to ask 
questions and make comments.  Very 
often the inmates use that space to ask 
for prayer for specific needs in their 
lives.  We have a group of individuals 
throughout the U.S. that pray for those  
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This is the eleventh in a series that 

examines the references to prisons 

and prisoners in the Bible.  In this 

article we will look at Paul the 

Apostle, probably the best known 

prisoner in the scriptures.  Paul, as 

we shall see was imprisoned many 

times and yet considered such suf-

fering to be a privilege that was to 

be expected of a servant of the 

Lord Jesus Christ.  Because prison 

played such a prominent role in the 

ministry of the Apostle Paul it will 

require two articles to discuss this 

theme.  In this first installment we 

will consider some of the historical 

records of Paul’s imprisonments in 

the book of Acts. 

            Prison first played into 

Paul’s life not as him being a pris-

oner but as him being responsible 

for others to be in prison.  We read 

in Acts 8:3 and again when he 

gives his testimony in Acts 22:4 

and 26:10 that he broke into the 

homes of the Jewish believers and 

carried them off to prison.  How-

ever, after Paul’s conversion the 

believers at first did not believe 

that the person that had persecuted 

them could now be their ally, but 

once they were convinced they 

praised God because of it.  There 

are few stories of conversion more 

dramatic than that of Saul of Tar-

sus.  He was a man that hated all 

that had to do with name of Jesus 

Christ.  He believed sincerely that 

he was doing the will of God by 

destroying the Church among the 

Jews.  He was a devout Jew that 

would have believed the Gentiles 

to be dogs and hopelessly sepa-

rated from the life of God.  Despite 

that, God in His grace, touched that 

man and through His power made 

him into the greatest preacher and 

spokesman for the gospel of salva-

tion and the cause of Christ. 

            After Saul was saved and 

his name changed to Paul God sent 

him out to be the primary spokes-

man of the special truth that had 

been revealed to Him.  Specifically 

that truth is that God had set aside 

the Jewish nation and was calling 

people to salvation from all nations 

and peoples completely by His 

grace, apart from the nation of Is-

rael, it’s law and rituals.  This mes-

sage did not sit well with the Jews 

that believed they alone were the 

chosen people of God and that He 

would never make his grace avail-

able to the Gentiles.  As a result 

Paul often found himself perse-

cuted by the Jews and the one that 

had had believers thrown into 

prison was now finding himself a 

prisoner. 

            One of the most famous 

stories in the Bible, found in Acts 

16:16-40, tells of how Paul and Si-

las were imprisoned in Philippi.  

Paul had cast out a demon from a 

young slave girl.  The girl’s own-

ers used her to tell fortunes and 

they earned money from her tragic 

circumstances.  Once the demon 

left her and she was unable to di-

vine the future and she could no 

longer be a source of income for 

the owners they became enraged 

and devised fraudulent charges that 

were used to have Paul and Silas 

beaten and thrown into the inner-

most part of a prison. 

            Instead of being overcome 

by their circumstances Paul and Si-

las used the time in prison as an  

opportunity to give praise and 

glory to God.  We are told that at 

midnight, while they were praying 

and singing, an earthquake hit the 

area and their chains fell off and 

the doors of the prison flew open.  

At that moment all the prisoners 

could have escaped, but none of 

them did.  The jailer was terrified 

since under Roman law if the 

jailer was responsible if any of the 

prisoners in his charge escaped.  

In terror for his life the jailer cried 

out to Paul and Silas, “What must 

I do to be saved?”  It seems he 

was probably asking about physi-

cal deliverance, since he knew his 

very life was in jeopardy.  Paul on 

the other hand used that moment 

of personals crisis to introduce the 

Philippian jailer to the hope of 

eternal life and responded that he 

must “believe on the Lord Jesus 

Christ” and he would be saved 

along with all in his household 

that would do the same. 

            In 2 Corinthians 11:23 

Paul says that he has been in 

prison more than others that 

claimed to be servants of Christ.  

Paul did not see being in prison as 

a hindrance to his ministry, but 

simply as another place in which 

he could proclaim the grace of 

God. 
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Continued from page 4 
those needs.  As the requests come 
in they are photocopied, the last 
names and the addresses of the in-
mates are blacked out to maintain 
confidentiality and the copies of the 
requests are sent out to a group of 
prayer warriors that have committed 
themselves to bringing these needs 
before the Lord. 
             Often there are biblical and 

theological questions that need to be 
addressed.  Often we have prepared 
literature that specifically addresses 
certain issues.  Often the questions 
have to be answered personally and 

those are given to either myself (Don 
Sommer) or Karen’s husband, Pas-
tor Cal Bodeutsch of Grace Bible 
Church in Port Orchard. 
             There is a host of other re-
sponsibilities that must be taken care 
of in order to keep the PMA office 
operating.  Copies of lessons and 
other material need to be made.  Fi-
nancial gifts need to be recorded, 
receipted and deposited and checks 
are written to pay the bills.  Literature 
that is received from churches and 
individuals must be organized and 
prepared for mailing.  Still other 
things could be listed but there isn’t 
enough room to discuss all the de-
tails that need to be taken care of in 
order to keep the ministry of PMA 
running. 
             We praise the Lord for all the 
people that are willing to give of their 
time and talents to make it possible 
for Prison Mission Association and 
Bible Correspondence to carry out its 
work.  If a dollar amount were at-
tached to the number of hours do-
nated to PMA through our volunteers 
it would probably be well over 

$100,000 per year.  Yet these faithful 
individual understand that what they 
are doing is for the glory of God and 
the eternal benefits that come from 
their labor cannot be measured as they 
are part of PMA’s mission of “Reaching 
Prisoners for Christ.” 


